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McMinnville Business Leader Forum
Q2: Access to Capital & Resource Fair

May 7, 2026



Thank You!
Thank you to our Access to Capital Sponsors:



8:15 am  Welcome :  Patty Herzog, MEDP and John Olson, McMinnville Chamber

8:20 am  Business Story  Mike White, Launch Mid Valley and John Mead, Solid Carbon

8:30 am  Financial Resource Panel Introductions

8:35 am  The 5 Côs Blanca de Torres Hawkins, Chemeketa SBDC Capital Access Team

8:50 am  Financial Resource Panel Program Overview

Panelists:

Å Rob Kaster , Business Oregon

Å Rod Fragaio , Citizens Bank

Å Jason VanBuskirk , Columbia Bank

Å Tyler Birman , First Federal

Å Eric Bergeson , Harborstone Credit Union

Å Cara Turano , Oregon Entrepreneurs Network

Å Celeste Bonniksen , USDA Farm Services

Å Adam Bingham , US Bank

9:30 am  Q&A with the Panel

Access to Capital



Business Story

Setting Up Your 

Business for 

Capital Success
Mike White

Launch Mid Valley

John Mead 
Solid Carbon



Business Story
Capital Successes
V Business Oregon: 

 High Impact Opportunity Project (HIOP)

 SBIR/STTR Matching Grant

V Intrepid Oregon Fund managed by Portland Seed Fund

V ONAMI ToughTech Breakthrough Fund 

V US Department of Energy

V National Science Foundation

V Arizona State University NSF Futures Engine 

V Accelerator Programs: Third Derivative, Holcim MaQer 

Ventures 

John Mead 













8:30 am  Financial Resource Panel Introductions:

Rob Kaster , Business Oregon

Tyler Birman , First Federal

Rod Fragaio , Citizens Bank

Cara Turano , Oregon Entrepreneurs Network

Adam Bingham , US Bank

Celeste Bonniksen , USDA Farm Services

Jason VanBuskirk , Columbia Bank

Eric Bergeson , Harborstone Credit Union

8:35 am  The 5 Côs Blanca de Torres Hawkins , Chemeketa SBDC 

Access to Capital



Access to Capital
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Blanca Torres De Hawkins, 

Chemeketa Small Business Development 
Capital Access Team
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8:50 am Financial Resource Panel:

Rob Kaster , Business Oregon

Rod Fragaio , Citizens Bank

Jason VanBuskirk , Columbia Bank

Tyler Birman , First Federal

Eric Bergeson , Harborstone Credit Union

Cara Turano , Oregon Entrepreneurs Network

Celeste Bonniksen , USDA Farm Services

Adam Bingham , US Bank

9:30 am Q&A with the Panel

Access to Capital



Access to Capital




















